
It‟s up to you! 

 



 Sr SQL Server DBA – DHCS 

 Owner Innovative IT Consulting, Inc. 

 Idera ACE 
◦ Advisors and Community Educators 

 10+ years in IT 

 Member Placer County Search and Rescue 

 

 How did I get here? 
◦ Accidentally, Jumped in,  

   SQL Cruise, Idera SQL ACE‟s 



 Name 

 Company 

 Business card 

 What business you are in 



 Non-technical presentation 

 How to grow yourself 

 How to build your „Brand‟ 

 Using Social Media 

 Tips on Networking 

 How to make your yourself stand out  



What do you want to be 
when you grow up? 

 
 



 Didn‟t get here because we wanted to 
◦ Accidental DBA 

◦ We didn‟t choose it, it chose us 

 

 

 It is important that we 

   ask ourselves this   

   question 
 



 Do you want to be a: 

 
◦ Database Administrator 

◦ Business Intelligence Developer 

◦ Database Developer 

 
 Assuming we are all SQL professionals 



 Set goals (3,6,9,12 months) 
◦ Promotion, Raise, Manager, New Job, MVP 

 Set milestones to help you achieve your goals 
◦ Trainings, Certifications, Presenting 

 Sometimes it is easier to work backwards 

 Attend User Groups (or start one) 

 Go back to school?? 

 
 

 



 Don‟t be afraid to fail 
◦ Learn from your failures and others 

◦ Never stop learning 

 Educate yourself  
◦ Read Books 

◦ Read Blogs 

◦ Read Whitepapers 

 

 A blog a day will help you on your way! 
 

 



 “A brand is a product, service, or concept that 
is publicly distinguished from other products, 
services, or concepts” 

 Building your brand is about making your 
name known in the community 

 How do you want to be perceived? 

 

 So how do you get there? 
• Build a Brand Circle (Brent Ozar - SQLcruise) 
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 Self Promotion 

 Build Self/Professional Value 

 Networking 

 Building Resources around you 

 Creating an online presence for employers 
to see 

 



 Use Social media to build it 

 Begin Blogging 

 Write Articles/Whitepapers 

 Volunteer 

 Present 

 Ask/Answer questions on forums 

 Network, Network, Network 

 

 



 Twitter 

 Facebook 

 Google + 

 LinkedIn 

 MeetUp 



 Give your handles/alias some thought 
◦ Remember, this is your online brand 

 Avoid public arguments 

 Separate personal and professional 

 THIS IS an online resume 
◦ EVERYONE can see this stuff 



 



 Quick and helpful tips 

 Issues that you encounter 

 Keep it short, if possible 

 Read this Blog post on Blogging! 
 http://www.brentozar.com/twitter/how-to-
start-a-blog 

 Wordpress , Blogger, TypePad… 
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 Have a list of topics to write/backlogged 

 Use Spellcheck! 

 Always give credit when due 

 Commit to a posting schedule 

 Start out with 101 posts 

 Top 10 lists will attract readers 

 Create a good About Me page 

 Link to others twitter and blog (t|b) 

 



 Write disrespectful content or bash others 

 Plagiarize others content 

 If you‟re not comfortable about it, don‟t blog 
it 

 Don‟t be afraid to voice your opinion, but… 

 Don‟t Rush, Think before you speak type 

 

 

 



 Plenty of companies and websites will pay 
you for your writing. 

 Great way to get paid for your research 

 Pick a very specific subject 
◦ Deep Dive 

 



 Local User Groups 

 SQL Saturdays 

 SQLRally 

 SQLPASS 

 Code Camps 

 



 Start presenting – Start small 

◦ Your job 

◦ SQL Server User Groups 

◦ SQL Saturdays 

◦ Webcasts 

◦ PASS Summits 

 

◦ Reference: The Exceptional Presenter by Timothy 
Koegel 



 Be Active 

 Ask questions 

 Answer questions 

 #SQLHelp – Twitter Hash Tag 

 

 Subscribe to SQL specific blogs/sites 
◦ MSSQLTips 

◦ SQL Skills 

◦ SQLAuthority 

◦ SSWUG 



 That is why you are here! 
 SQL Community is like a fraternity/sorority 
◦ But in a good way! 

 Try to meet 10 people at every event/every 
day 

 Work on you soft skills 
 Elevator Pitch 

 
 Challenge – meet 10 new people while you‟re 

here 
◦ You already meet 2! 

 



 Volunteer for projects 

 Know how to find the information 
◦ Use your resources 

 Never say you don‟t know 
◦ “I‟ll find out” 

 Focus on a niche (Development, BI, Admin) 

 Be helpful and approachable 

 Talk to people! 

 

 
 

 



 

“You don‟t need to be the smartest 
person in the office, you just have to be 
the best at using Google” 



 Good read by Brad McGehee “How to  

   Become an Exceptional DBA” 

 

 Brent Ozar PLF 
◦ www.brentozar.com 



 Twitter - @SacSQLDude 

 Blog – www.mitchespitch.com 

 LinkedIn - 
http://www.linkedin.com/in/mjbottel 

http://www.mitchespitch.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/mjbottel



